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Dave Price and Donald Trump
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump is interviewed by 
WHO-TV's Dave Price during a live Town Hall broadcast from the 
DMACC Newton Campus. Trump fielded questions from Price, the 
live studio audience and social media users during the hour-long 
broadcast. The focus of the town hall meeting was on jobs.
Donald Trump at the rally.
Following the town hall forum, Trump spoke to hundreds more at a 
rally at the Newton Campus. He then signed autographs for many of 
his supporters. 
Dec. 3, 2015
The Bulletin is published by the DMACC Marketing and Public Relations Office. Bulletin Deadline: The next Bulletin comes out on Jan. 7, 2016. Articles for that issue 
should be submitted to Dan Ivis, Bldg. #21 by 9 a.m. on Tuesday., Jan. 5, 2016. Comments? Contact us.
DMACC President and Opportunity Nation Leadership Council Chair Rob Denson delivers 
welcoming remarks at the Iowa Opportunity Forum held Nov. 16 in the FFA Enrichment Center 
on the DMACC Ankeny Campus. Opportunity Nation is a bipartisan, national coalition of more 
than 350 businesses, nonprofits, education institutions and community leaders working to 
expand economic mobility. The fifth annual U.S. Opportunity Index ranks Iowa eighth best in 
the nation, up two spots from the 2014 index. The index measures 16 indicators and scores all 
50 states plus Washington, D.C. 
DMACC President Rob Denson
Former U.S. Representative Tom Latham of Iowa was one of the honorary co-chairs of the 
Iowa Opportunity Forum.  He said everyone should have the same conditions of opportunity 
and that your zip codes should not determine your destiny in life.
Former U.S. Representative Tom Latham
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Upcoming 
Events
Dec. 4
Ankeny Campus 
Concert, 7 p.m., Bldg. 
#6 Auditorium
Dec. 8
West Campus 
Awards Ceremony 
and Fall Graduation 
reception, 5 p.m., 
West Campus 
Auditorium
Dec. 9
Ankeny Campus 
Fall Graduation 
Reception, 6 p.m., 
FFA Enrichment 
Center
Dec. 10
Boone Campus 
Fall Graduation 
Reception, 4 p.m., 
Boone Campus 
Auditorium
Dec. 10
Newton Campus 
Fall Graduation 
Reception, 4 p.m., 
Newton Campus
Dec. 11
Urban Campus 
Fall Graduation 
Reception, 6 p.m., 
Drake Olmsted 
Center
Dec. 14
DMACC Pioneers 
and Board of 
Directors Holiday 
Reception, 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Lakeview 
Inn, Bldg. #7, Ankeny 
Campus
Dec. 14
DMACC Board of 
Directors Meeting, 4 
p.m., Eldon Leonard 
Board Room, Ankeny 
Campus
Dec. 24-Jan. 3
Holiday Break, all 
DMACC campuses 
closed
DMACC HOSTS IOWA OPPORTUNITY FORUM
Renee Harmon, Vice President of Science 
Learning at the Science Center of Iowa, 
speaks to education students at a STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) seminar recently held on the 
DMACC Ankeny Campus.
Renee Harmon
Paul Kendrick, Director of Coalition and Grassroots Engagement with Opportunity Nation, said 
the fifth annual U.S. Opportunity Index shows that access to opportunity has increased nearly 
9 percent nationally since 2011, reflecting a dramatically improved post-recession employment 
picture, higher high school graduation rates and a significant drop in violent crime, among 
other factors. Despite these gains, he said increasing poverty and income inequality combined 
with stagnant wages continue to impede progress for middle and lower income communities.
Paul Kendrick
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Archives
STEM SPEAKER
Click here to view DMACC 
Bulletin Archives
DMACC HOSTS IOWA OPPORTUNITY FORUM (CONT.)
Chris Peterson
Dec. 3, 2015
The Bulletin is published by the DMACC Marketing and Public Relations Office. Bulletin Deadline: The next Bulletin comes out on Jan. 7, 2016. Articles for that issue 
should be submitted to Dan Ivis, Bldg. #21 by 9 a.m. on Tuesday., Jan. 5, 2016. Comments? Contact us.
Two DMACC Ankeny Campus students have each received two speech communication honors 
awards. Kyle Chapman of Des Moines and Matthew Merkle of Polk City each received the 
Recognition of Achievement in Speech Communication Award from the Iowa Communication 
Association and the Sigma Chi Eta Speech Communication Honors Award from the National 
Communication Association. To receive these honors, students must have taken nine credits 
of speech or approved speech-related courses, earned a 3.25 grade point average in those 
courses, and earned a 3.0 G.P.A. overall. Both Chapman and Merkle are second-year students 
enrolled in DMACC’s Liberal Arts program. 
VETERANS ENJOY FREE MEALS
Veteran Chris Peterson of Nevada enjoys a 
free meal of Z’Mariks macaroni and cheese 
at the DMACC Ankeny Campus.  Peterson 
is a first-year DMACC student enrolled in 
Electrical Engineering.  He served ten years 
in the Air Force.  The Ankeny Campus Phi 
Theta Kappa chapter provided free meals for 
veterans on Veteran’s Day..
SPEECH COMMUNICATION AWARDS
Kyle Chapman and Matthew Merkle
Phil Lasansky, the son of artist Mauricio 
Lasansky, speaks at a DMACC Argentina 
Year presentation in Matt Walsh’s Urban 
Campus History class.  Mauricio Lasansky 
was an Argentine-born master printmaker 
who was equally well known for a series of 
drawings depicting the horrors of Nazism.  
Phil Lasansky spoke about his father’s art.  
Mauricio Lasansky was emeritus professor 
of art and art history at the University of 
Iowa, where he established its program in 
printmaking, long regarded as one of the 
country’s finest. Mauricio Lasansky died in 
2012 at the age of 97. 
Phil Lasansky
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ARGENTINA YEAR PRESENTATION
PLAQUE-UNVEILING CEREMONY
President Rob Denson
DMACC President Rob Denson reads a plaque 
commemorating the exact location where 
DMACC started. This location, at 2501 Vine St. 
in West Des Moines, was formerly a grocery 
store. Today, it’s the Iowa Christian Academy
Dennis Marten and True Sherman
Denson talks with 96-year-old True Sherman 
and Dennis Marten, who worked at the initial 
DMACC site 50 years ago.
DMACC was officially created March 18, 1966 and was designed as Merged Area XI.  
In 1968, the Board of Directors adopted Des Moines Area Community College as 
the official name of the institution.
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FESTIVAL OF TREES
DMACC’s Marketing and Public Relations Department decorated this festive Christmas tree and 
fireplace at the annual Blank Children’s Hospital Festival of Trees and Lights held Nov. 25-29 in 
Veterans Memorial Community Choice Credit Union Convention Center.  The holiday items will 
be donated again this year to Youth Emergency Services & Shelter (YESS) in Des Moines. 
Aaron Alford is a new Biology Instructor on the 
Ankeny Campus. 
He can be reached at 964-7027.
He earned a B.S. degree in Biology from Rockhurst 
University, an M.S. in Biology from the University 
of Central Missouri, and a Ph.D. in Zoology from 
Southern Illinois University.
Aaron previously worked at Southeastern Illinois 
University, Linfield College in McMinnville, Oregon and 
Ambrose University in Calgary, Alberta.
He is married and enjoys cycling, hiking, camping, and 
woodworking.
NEW EMPLOYEES
Aaron Alford
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Raychael Baresel is the new Admissions Records 
Specialist on the Ankeny Campus.  
Her phone number is 964-6449.
She earned a B.A. in General Studies from the 
University of Northern Iowa in 2013 and a Master’s in 
Education from Iowa State University in 2015.
Raychael had previously worked in Orientation at 
DMACC, Financial Aid and Study Abroad at ISU and 
Academic Advising at UNI.
She is married and has a cat, Kaytee.
Raychael enjoys designing succulent gardens, walking 
the trails in Ankeny and cheering on the UNI Panthers. 
NEW EMPLOYEES (CONT.)
Raychael Baresel
Kate Chandler Ernst is a Student Support Specialist 
on the Urban Campus.  
Her direct phone number is 248-7763.
She earned a B.A. in Spanish at Illinois State 
University in 2007 and a Master’s in Teaching English 
to Speakers of Other Languages (MTESOL) from 
Arizona State University in 2012. Kate previously 
worked at Northern Arizona University, Arizona 
State University at Mesa, and Scottsdale Community 
Colleges.  She enjoys hiking and playing with her pit 
mix, Rosie, and Blue Heeler, Mugen.  She also likes 
biking and running, spending time with her family 
at their cabin in southern Iowa, and playing board 
games with her husband Phil.Kate Chandler Ernst
Chelsy Doyle joins DMACC as a Math Instructor on 
the Urban Campus.  Her phone number is 248-7519.
She earned a B.A. in Mathematics at Simpson College 
and an M.A. in Teaching at Drake University. Chelsy 
was previously a DMACC adjunct instructor.  She also 
worked as an AmeriCorps Program Director for the 
Iowa Alliance of Boys and Girls Clubs.
She is married and has a dachshund named Stella.
Chelsy enjoys attending the State Fair, the Farmers 
Market, and other local events. A competitive 
swimmer in college, she continues to enjoy 
swimming, watching movies, reading, and giving and 
receiving high-fives.Chelsy Doyle
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Michael Each joins DMACC as a Lead STRIVE 
Instructor on the Ankeny Campus.  His phone number 
is 965-7138.
He earned a Bachelor’s degree in Exercise Sport 
Science from Iowa State University and a Master’s 
degree in Business Administration from St. Ambrose 
University.  He is working on a Master’s degree in 
Special Education from Morningside College.
Michael previously worked at Davenport West High 
School. He and his wife Amanda have two children, 
Jett and Cruz. Michael enjoys exercising, spending 
time with friends, watching movies and traveling.
NEW EMPLOYEES (CONT.)
Michael Each
Katy Hanus is the new Testing Center Coordinator 
on the Ankeny Campus. Her phone number is 965-
7137. She earned a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration and Psychology from Culver Stockton 
College and a Master’s in Business Leadership from 
William Penn University. Katy previously worked at 
Indian Hills Community College.
She enjoys staying active, gardening, and 
volunteering at animal shelters.
Katy Hanus
Nicole Kalkwarf joins DMACC as an Academic 
Advisor on the Newton Campus. Her phone number 
is (641) 791-1723. She graduated from the University 
of Northern Iowa in General Studies and went on to 
earn a graduate degree in Postsecondary Education: 
Student Affairs. Nicole previously worked at Central 
College with both the Educational Talent Search and 
Upward Bound programs.  She also was an Academic 
Advisor at Indian Hills Community College and at the 
DMACC Ankeny Campus. She enjoys spending time 
with her husband Mike and their three kids, Isaac, 
Caleb, and Abby
Nicole Kalkwarf
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Paige Keller is the new Pathway Navigator in the 
Advanced Manufacturing area.  Her phone number is 
965-7186.
She earned a B.A. in Psychology from Simpson 
College and a Masters of Arts in Teaching, also from 
Simpson. Paige has been an adjunct instructor at 
DMACC since 2012, teaching credit and HiSET classes.
She and her husband Joseph have a three-year-old 
daughter, Lucy.
Paige enjoys learning, spending time outdoors, 
creating new things, photography, art and adventures.
NEW EMPLOYEES (CONT.)
Paige Keller
Zachary Lowe is the new Library Assistant on the 
Ankeny Campus. His phone number is 964-6360.
He received an A.A. degree from Indian Hills 
Community College and then went on to earn a B.A. 
in History and an M.A. in English from the University 
of Northern Iowa. Zachary previously worked in the 
UNI Rod Library.
He enjoys reading, writing, cooking and baking. 
Zachary Lowe
Melanie Murray is a Library Assistant on the Boone 
Campus. Her phone number is (515) 433-5042.
She earned a B.A. in Classical Languages at the 
University of Montana and an M.A. in Latin from the 
University of Iowa in 2004.
Melanie previously worked as the Director of the 
Lehigh Public Library.
She enjoys reading, fishing, and spending time with 
her family and friends.
Melanie Murray
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Katie Namovicz is a Nursing Instructor on the Boone 
Campus.  Her phone number is (515) 433-5070.
She earned a B.S. in Psychology from the University 
of Iowa in 2007 and a Master’s in Nursing at Rush 
University in Chicago in 2011. Katie has previously 
worked as an RN at Edward Hospital in Naperville, 
Illinois, an RN at Mary Greeley Medical Center in 
Ames, and a Clinical Resource Nurse at Mary Greeley.
She and her husband John have two daughters, 
Samantha and Madison.
Katie enjoys spending time with her kids and family.
NEW EMPLOYEES (CONT.)
Katie Namovicz
Theresa Noe is the new English as a Second 
Language/HiSET Career Coach at the Urban Campus.  
She can be reached at 697-7818.
She earned a Bachelor’s degree in Economics 
from Minnesota State University and a Master’s in 
Business Administration from Walden University in 
Minneapolis.
Theresa was previously the Urban Campus New 
Student Orientation Coordinator and a Family Self-
Sufficiency Coordinator for the city of Des Moines. 
Theresa Noe
Tabbitha Norris is a Child Care Specialist in the Early 
Childhood Education Guidance Center. Her phone 
number is 964-6578.
She earned an A.A. degree in Early Childhood 
Education.
Tabbitha previously spent two and a half years at 
Children and Families of Iowa in the therapeutic child 
care program. 
She is married and enjoys camping and attending 
Iowa Wild hockey games
Tabbitha Norris
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Chad Peters joins DMACC as a Financial Aid Specialist 
on the Ankeny Campus.  His phone number is 964-
6225. He attended Fort Range Community College 
and earned a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology from 
Colorado State University.
Chad previously worked at Mercy College of Health 
Sciences in the Financial Aid Office.  Prior to that, he 
worked as a Financial Aid Advisor at Front Range 
Community College.
He has a cat and a dog.  Chad enjoys traveling, 
spending time outdoors, camping, hiking, and takinga 
his dog to the dog park.
NEW EMPLOYEES (CONT.)
Chad Peters
Machelle Sabin joins DMACC as a LEAN facilitator 
in DMACC Business Resources.  Her phone number 
is 964-6589. She earned a B.A. in Special Education 
and Elementary Education from Hastings College 
in Hastings, Nebraska. A former special education 
teacher, Machelle has been in the corporate world 
for the last 15 years, serving as a learning and 
development coordinator for Wells Fargo Home 
Mortgage. She and her husband Jeff have two grown 
children and now enjoy their furry kids, Maggie and 
Lilly. Machelle enjoys furry children-Maggie and 
Lilly. Machelle enjoys spending time with her family 
and friends.  She spends time at outdoor concerts, 
musicals, sporting events and other fun summertime 
activities such as the Des Moines Art Festival and the 
Italian Festival.Machelle Sabin
Jamie Sitterle is the new Assistant Bookkeeper on 
the Boone Campus.  
She can be reached at (515) 433-5023. She attended 
the DMACC Boone Campus and graduated from the 
DMACC 2 + 2 program. 
Jamie has worked at Boone Bank and Trust Company.
She and her husband Ryan have a son named Miles 
and a black lab named Buddy. Jamie enjoys being 
around her family and friends, likes to read and listen 
to music, and is an active runner.
Jaimie Sittlerle
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Marshall Stuart is the new Academic Achievement 
Instructor on the Ankeny Campus.  His phone 
number is 965-7115. He earned a B.A. in Mathematics 
and Chemistry in 2004 from the University of 
Northern Iowa and then went back to get his M.A. 
in Mathematics in 2008. He is now pursuing a Ph.D. 
in Mathematics from Iowa State University. Marshall 
was a Teaching Assistant at UNI and later ISU.  In 
2008-2009, he worked in the UNI Academic Learning 
Center.  In 2009, he began teaching at DMACC as an 
adjunct instructor in the ACC/Math Department.
He enjoys cooking, weightlifting, role-playing and 
board games, drinking a bit too much caffeine, and 
reading a good story.
NEW EMPLOYEES (CONT.)
Marshall Stuart
Deborah Wagner is a new Administrative Assistant 
III in Student Services in Bldg. #1 on the Ankeny 
Campus. Her phone number is 964-6320.
She attended Ashford University and spent five 
years of active duty in the Navy and 15 years in the 
Department of Defense.  Her last position was the 
Executive Assistant for the Commanding Officer of 
the Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training Unit 
in North Island, California. Deborah and her husband 
Elijah have two children, 15-year-old Makayla and 13-
year old Isaiah. 
She enjoys spending time with her kids and their 
activities. 
Deborah Wagner
Grounds Mechanic, Ankeny Campus
Application Deadline:  Nov. 30, 2015
 
Water Environmental Technology (WET) Program Training Coordinator, Southridge Center
Application Deadline:  Dec. 3, 2015
 
Iowa Advanced Manufacturing (I-AM) Consortium Project Administrative Assistant, Ankeny 
Campus
Application Deadline:  Dec. 2, 2015
 
If interested in the above positons, please visit the DMACC website at http://jobs.dmacc.edu
JOB OPENINGS
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On Thursday, November 12, the Pioneers took part in the dedication of a very special place in 
the history of DMACC. A plaque honoring the location of one of the first educational centers 
was unveiled at the Iowa Christian Academy at 2501 Vine Street in West Des Moines. The 
former grocery store was the original location of the Business, Dental Hygiene, Medical Lab 
Assistance and Commercial Art programs. 
 
My first days of teaching Commercial Art were in that very building in the fall of 1970. We 
had no art tables and only small student desks for the 20 students who arrived to start their 
training. My plans for the day meant bringing art supplies and materials from home as we had 
not received anything to work with at that time. My lesson plan was to last the entire day and 
the students were finished in 30 minutes. So we took a tour of the Art Center to finish out that 
day. Oh, the many memories from that first year of teaching. I promise not to bore you with 
the details but will share them on the the Pioneers website, where you can also find so many 
wonderful memories from other DMACC employees.   
 
NOVEMBER MEETING
Thanks to Don Enright for bringing Gale Battle (DMACC Student Veteran), who...
December Holiday Party shared his many experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan where he served 
several tours of duty for the Army National Guard. We so appreciate our Pioneer Veterans and 
all of those who served and still serve to protect America. It was, and is, a very special meeting.
 
DECEMBER HOLIDAY PARTY
On Monday, December 14, we will join the DMACC Board of Directors in celebrating the season 
with homemade treats from the Pioneers and more. Festivities are in Bldg. #7 - Lakeview 
Inn from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Your generous contributions of non-perishable snack items will be 
gratefully accepted. Christmas sweaters are always fun to share. See you there.
 
JANUARY MEETING
 Join us for pizza and a movie in the FFA Center - Rooms 108 & 109 on Thursday, January 14 at 
11:30 a.m. We have a copy of "The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel" and we know Pioneers will laugh 
and relate to this hilarious movie. 
PIONEERS CONNECTION
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DEEPEST SYMPATHY FOR THE LOSS OF HER SON
Dorothy Thornton’s son, Raymond, passed away on November 25.  Dorothy was the long-time 
head of DMACC’s Placement Services and had taken care of her son in her home for many 
years. Please keep Dorothy and her family in your thoughts and prayers.
 
Raymond’s Obituary:
http://hosting-24883.tributes.com/obituary/show/raymond-wylie-thornton-103039977
 
Dorothy’s mailing address:
214 SW Kline St.
Ankeny, IA 50023
 
For those of you traveling over this Holiday Season, SAFE TRAVELS, and have a Wonderful 
Break.
 
I will be writing to you from the Rio Grande Valley where we enjoy getting away from snow and 
ice. 
 
Dee Johnson
DMACC Pioneers Communications Director since 2008
http://www.dmacc.edu/bulletin/archives.htm
515 710.2298c
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